
The primary school for educating and upbringing children and youth with disabilities and 
developmental disorders, “Smeh i suza” in Aleksinac, as the full name of the school says, deals 
with the education and upbringing of children with disabilities/developmental disorders of all of the 
eight grades of primary school. The school is named after an eponymous affiliation which bought the 
present school building in the first half of the twentieth century just for the purpose of elementary 
school practice. Built in the second half of the nineteenth century as a family home, the school 
building is one of the earliest brick buildings in Aleksinac, and represents a monument of cultural 
and historical significance and therefore is protected by the state. Since November 3rd 1981, when it 
was established, the school has been situated in this building, which is located in the town center. 
 

Right beside the main building, there is a school complex which was upgraded in 2003 and 2014. 
The reconstructed annexe now includes a multimedia classroom with computers and assistive 
information and communication technological equipment, and the teachers` office as well. In order 
to create favorable working conditions and achieve better cooperation with parents, one of the rooms 
is renovated to accommodate parents who accompany students. 
 

Up to now, the school has been attended by 376 students. In current 2014/2015 school year, the 
school is attended by 90 students in 11 classes from grades one to eight. Our school is attended by 
children with disabilities and children with multiple disabilities, most of whom live in difficult 
financial situation, and come from families of a low socio-economic status; 9 students come from a 
“Small Residential Community”, 19 students are Roma, and 9 of them travel to school from local 
suburbs and villages accompanied by a parent. 
 

Being included in the process of inclusive education, the school has entered a pilot-project of the 
UNICEF and the Serbian Institute for the Advancement of Education in order to form a resource 
center to provide assistance to children with disabilities in all primary and secondary schools in the 
area and the neighboring municipalities. 
 

The vision of our school is: 
In future, our school will be the one of a recognizable school spirit, shaping the students to be  ready 
for  independent living, working and social integration. 
 

The mission of our school is: 
Modernizing teaching, engagement of all students’ and teachers’ potentials, providing equal 
opportunities for all, good communication between all the participants of the teaching process, 
respect for human and children's rights and moral values, with the ultimate aim of active inclusion of 
children with disabilities into everyday life. 
 

The motto of our school is: WE ARE NOT DIFFERENT!  

 


